
 
 

Roel Wasterval passes presidential baton 
At this year’s annual general meeting, held on 
Zoom during COVID-19, Roel Wasterval stepped 
down as SBEA’s President, having held the 
position for eight years. 

Roel has been a very active member of SBEA for 
20+ years and was treasurer for many years prior 
to becoming President. His wife Sue was also 
President for four years, so the Wastervals have 
been major contributors to SBEA almost since its 
inception more than 25 years ago. Roel will 
continue to be our representative on the Bellarine 
Catchment Network.  

Greg Parry was elected as our new President, Neil 
Mathison replaced Greg as Treasurer, Eva Mutton 
was re-elected as our Secretary and Pauline 
Nunan, Sue Wasterval and Chris Smyth were 
returned as Committee members; Roel remains a 
member as immediate past President. 

Greg has been Treasurer for eight years. He is a 
marine ecologist who for 25 years worked with 
Fisheries on marine environmental research at the 
grass-roofed building in The Narrows, but for the 
past 11 years has run a small marine 
environmental consultancy. He is keen to see more 
effort devoted to coastal weed management near 
Swan Bay and to see better monitoring of the 
bay’s seagrass, which is the key species 
influencing its ecology. 

Windsurfers threaten Swan Bay birds 
Recently one of our members alerted us to the 
impact that windsurfers and kiteboarders were 
having on birds in Swan Bay. In response, Greg 
Parry has written to the CEO of Parks Victoria 
expressing SBEA concerns about windsurfers and 
kiteboarders operating offshore from the Marine 

Discovery Centre (MDC) at the entrance to 
Queenscliff and inside Swan Bay. On one 
weekend up to 15 windsurfers were observed in 
the area. 

The letter goes on to say that windsurfing is 
inconsistent with the management plan for the 
bay, is at least in part illegal, and… 

‘There is currently a Parks Victoria sign adjacent 
to Swan Bay near Mercer St that indicates 
windsurfing is prohibited in Swan Bay. But there 
is no similar sign at the favoured site for wind 
surfing near the MDC. In our view a sign is 
required near the MDC, prior to more vigorous 
enforcement of this regulation. 

 
Kiteboarding is an activity inconsistent with the marine 
national park management plan covering Swan Bay 
and should not be allowed to continue. 
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‘Swan Bay is designated as a Special Protection 
Area in the Swan Bay Management Plan (Table 1, 
p13) where the general management aim is to: 
“Protect sensitive seagrass communities and 
significant shorebird feeding areas from 
disturbance from vessels, including noise and 
propeller scour. Restrict all vessels to a 5 knot 
speed limit in accordance with the Marine Act 
1988”. 

‘I note later in the document (p37) that the 5-knot 
restriction only applies to waters within 200 m of 
the shore. While this would restrict access to 
offshore areas by windsurfers, which cannot travel 
at less than 5 knots, it creates significant 
ambiguity in enforcement. Enforcement requires 
the use of the Marine Act, which was designed to 
protect the safety of swimmers and to prevent 
erosion by vessel wakes. It is not the ideal tool to 
protect birds in Swan Bay. 

‘Observations I made over two days at the site 
where windsurfing has been occurring last 
weekend revealed 70–100 Little Pied Cormorants 
roosting and 18–42 Royal Spoonbills either 
roosting at Burnt Point or feeding nearby in areas 
disturbed by windsurfers the previous weekend. 

‘We request that Parks Victoria clarify the legality 
of current windsurfer activities, and if the activity 
is illegal that they enforce the law. In addition, if 
the activity is not legal then we request that 
regulations (foreshadowed in the management 

plan) be introduced to specifically prohibit 
windsurfing and kiteboarding. 

‘It appears that this matter has remained somewhat 
ambiguous since the management plan was 
developed, and that the “education program for 
motorised and other vessel operators will be 
introduced to protect birds” has never happened. We 
would urge you to expedite the implementation of 
this aspect of the management plan, as many more 
birds (black swans and the large number of 
migratory waders who arrive in Swan Bay annually) 
will be disturbed towards summer if this activity is 
not curtailed.’ 

Draft 50-year vision for Bellarine 
landscapes 

In April the Victorian Government released a 
consultation draft vision for the Bellarine 
Peninsula Distinctive Areas and Landscapes. 
SBEA made the following submission. 

‘We support the draft vision and note 
particularly to the stated vision that “Bellarine 
Peninsula is powered by renewable energy and 
produces net-zero carbon emissions”. We 
strongly support this vision, but are concerned 
that there appears nothing in the policy domains 
that might contribute to achieving this vision. 
 
Swan Bay is a critical part of the Bellarine landscape. 
Here is the view from Lachie’s Lookout near St Leonards. 



‘Neither the “Economy and Infrastructure” nor the 
“Environmental risks and resilience” policy 
domains provide any policies that may help lower 
carbon emissions locally. The section on climate 
change details the serious consequences of climate 
change for the Bellarine and that it requires a 
“genuine coordinated response”. 

‘We suggest a 50-year vision should identify sites 
suitable for zero-emission energy sources. While 
it is difficult to be certain of the site requirements 
of all zero-carbon energy sources, the need for 
elevated positions without nearby housing for 
wind power generation should be part of this long-
term planning process. Decentralisation of our 
energy sources should be part of long-term 
planning. Any potential sites with sharp 
escarpments suitable for small-scale hydro storage 
should also be identified and protected. 

‘There is an error of fact that concerns our group, 
which is particularly concerned about the 
protection of Swan Bay: 

“The Lake Connewarre wetlands complex is 
the ‘jewel in the crown’ in the Bellarine 
Peninsula, being Victoria’s largest water body 
listed under the Ramsar convention”. 

‘This is only true if the word ‘estuarine’ is inserted. 

‘Most Ramsar areas in Victoria are larger than 
Lake Connewarre. Swan Bay is of similar size and 
importance to Lake Connewarre/Reedy Lake and 
is also a Ramsar site, although its status as such is 
not mentioned in the report. 

Time to renew your membership to the Swan 
Bay Environment Association 

You can continue to help us protect Swan Bay by 
renewing your membership and encouraging 

others to join too. 
Renewing or joining is easy. You can pay by direct 

deposit to our bank account or by mail to: 
PO Box 143, Queenscliff VIC 3225 

Our bank account details are: 
Bendigo Bank – BSB 633-000 Account No. 

136521358. 
If paying directly into the account, please use your 

‘name mship’ as a reference 

‘Both sites also support several migratory species 
that are subject to international treaties (CAMBA, 
JAMBA and ROKAMBA, with China, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea, respectively). 

‘The Bellarine Peninsula is characterised by many 
small pockets of remnant vegetation and small 
wetlands. A mechanism that enabled them to be 
managed collectively, in a more integrated 
manner, is highly desirable, otherwise the focus 
will tend to be on the larger more robust 
areas/wetlands as the smaller and more vulnerable 
areas become degraded further.’ 

Science gutted on Parks Victoria website 
Greg Parry’s letter to the Parks Victoria CEO 
about the impacts of windsurfers and kiteboards 
on Swan Bay birds also expressed another 
concern. It is no longer possible to access park 
management plans or scientific reports on the 
redeveloped Parks Victoria website: 

‘In my view this is a retrograde move. These 
reports form an important part of Parks Victoria’s 
conservation charter and if these reports are not 
available to the public then why bother to create 
them? It should be an easy task to provide an 
accessible website for park visitors AND provide 
access to more technical information. 

‘The inaccessibility of the management plan made 
writing this letter [regarding threats to birds from 
windsurfers] more difficult and if I had not 
already been aware of its existence, how would I 
have ever found out about it? Access to technical 
information is critical if you wish to engage in 
rationale discourse with groups like ours.’ 

NURSERY NEWS 

Plants continue to grow during COVID-19 
Although the pandemic lockdown brought a halt 
to our regular working bees, Nursery Manager 
Sarah Roberts has worked with a small group of 
volunteers to keep things ticking along. 

Plant sales have never been higher and, with the 
gradual easing of COVID-19 restrictions, the 
working bees are set to return. 



Plants go back to their roots 
Nursery volunteers Rosemary Brown and Robyn 
Curtis report that plants at Swan Island have gone 
home. 

27 May 2020 will be remembered for the 
impressive dispatch of around 4000 plants for 
revegetation projects. Rod Fenton, Green Keeper 
at the Queenscliff Golf Club on Swan Island, took 
delivery of 750 plants. The plants are on their way 
home. They were grown from cuttings and seeds 
collected from Swan Island in October 2019 and 
were raised in the Queenscliffe Indigenous 
Nursery in Nelson Road by volunteers under the 
direction of Sarah Roberts. That is a remarkable 
timeline. Congratulations to all. 

In the delivery were plenty of Beaded Glasswort 
(Salicornia quinqueflora) and Shrubby Glasswort 
(Tecticornia arbuscula), which are some of the 
favourites of the Critically Endangered Orange-
bellied Parrot who visits Swan Island each winter. 

A large order of 3265 plants went to another 
customer, Australian Ecosystems, a specialist 
commercial landscape company who are 
increasingly doing revegetation projects in 
Geelong and the Bellarine. The Point Lonsdale 
Cemetery, the Rail Trail, the Narrows and 
Nankervis Parade are also benefitting from 
extensive winter planting. It is exciting to see our 
nursery at the centre of an increasing number of 
local revegetation projects. 

 
Rod Fenton from the Queenscliff Golf Club picks up his 
750 plants from Nursery Manager, Sarah Roberts. 

NURSERY PLANTS FOR SALE 
After some new plants to pop in your garden? Why 
not buy them from our nursery at 79 Nelson Road, 

Point Lonsdale for $2 each? 
The nursery is open during working bees every 
Wednesday from 9am–12pm, and on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month from 10am–12pm. 
Enquiries: Sarah Roberts, Nursery Coordinator: 

0401 281 448 

GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE 
G4W program returns 

COVID-19 restrictions have prevented us from 
conducting garden visits in our Gardens for Wildlife 
program. But that is now set to change as restrictions 
are eased. 

If you would like a garden guide to visit your garden 
and advise on how you can best attract native animals, 
you can contact Felicity Thyer, the Coordinator of the 
Gardens for Wildlife on 0407 556 229 or at 
fthyer@yahoo.com. 

Felicity is also on the lookout for more volunteers as 
garden guides. There are training sessions with the 
Bellarine Catchment Network, as well as some ‘on-
the-job training’. You can decide how many garden 
visits you would wish to make. 

BELLARINE CATCHMENT 
NETWORK 

Swan Bay a video star 
With everyone staying at home during COVID-19, 
the Bellarine Catchment Network has come up 
with an innovative way for people to stay 
connected with their local environment. The first 
of BCN’s ‘How to get involved’ video series 
showcases simple environmental acts and facts 
that can contribute to local conservation. 
You can subscribe to the BCN’s YouTube 
Channel to keep up to date with each video: 
www.youtube.com/user/BCNBELLARINELAND
CARE 

The video has been produced by Remember the 
Wild and filmed at Swan Bay with the support of 
Parks Victoria and the Borough of Queenscliffe. 


