
 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF 
JILL WARNEKE 

A giant chocolate cake, a certificate of 
appreciation and a stirring round of applause 
marked our AGM’s celebration of Jill Warneke. 
Since the establishment of the nursery in 1997, Jill 
has been its driving force as the volunteer 
coordinator. Her dedication, enthusiasm, hard 
work and leadership has meant that the nursery 
has grown from a few boxes of plants in 1997 to 
the sale of 14,500 plants and the donation of 3,500 
plants in 2018. 

Jill supervised 30 regular volunteers who are 
found every Wednesday morning hard at work at 
the nursery and later relaxing with a cuppa and 
some of Jill’s famous fruit cake. She taught 
volunteers to propagate indigenous plants from 
local seeds and cuttings, which are planted in the 
Borough and surrounding areas, thus helping to 
maintain the area’s unique biodiversity. 

Former SBEA committee member, Guy Werner, 
said that under Jill’s guidance ‘plant sales, 
donations and volunteer numbers have burgeoned 
and landscapes around the Bellarine have changed 
for the better. Jill’s dedication is unparalleled’. 

In her role as nursery coordinator, Jill has 
developed and maintained extensive and valuable 
records of indigenous plant species. She has also 
taken responsibility for ensuring that appropriate 
numbers of each species have been propagated 
and grown. 

Jill has ensured that the nursery remained non- 
commercial and indigenous. It is highly regarded 
by both scientific and conservation organisations 
and the general community. Only local 
provenance (i.e. seeds and growth from the local 
indigenous vegetation) is used to propagate the 
species. Attention is also given to maintaining rare 
and endangered plants, particularly as the only 
known surviving specimens of some plants are in 
the historic properties of Arilpa and Ballara in 
Point Lonsdale. 

All who are involved with the nursery will miss 
Jill’s expertise, organisational skills, commitment, 
and her ability to make each volunteer feel 
wanted, needed and important. 
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Jill Warneke cuts 
her cake at the 
SBEA AGM in 
March. Photo: Eva 
Mutton. 



NURSERY PLANTS FOR SALE 
If you are after some new plants to pop in your 

garden, why not buy them from our nursery at 79 
Nelson Road, Point Lonsdale for $2 each? The 

nursery is open during working bees every 
Wednesday from 9am-12pm, and on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month from 10am-12pm. 
Enquiries to Sarah Roberts, Nursery Coordinator: 

0401 281 448 
 

OUR NEW NURSERY 
COORDINATOR 

On her first day at SBEA’s Indigenous Plant 
Nursery, its new coordinator, Sarah Roberts, said 
that this ‘feels like a lovely community and 
network’. Since then Sarah has been finding her 
feet with the assistance of past co-ordinator, Jill 
Warneke, and other volunteers. 

Sarah comes to the Borough and her new nursery 
role with wide experience in horticulture and plant 
propagation. She previously worked in Alice 
Springs at the Botanic Gardens and in an 
indigenous plant nursery, as well as having been 
involved in the Millennium Seedbank Program at 
the Melbourne Herbarium. 

Sarah is excited to work with local saltbush plants 
that have a harsh coastal environment and some 
overlap with the harsh arid environments of the 
northern species. She likes the challenges and 
techniques of growing more difficult plants, 
experimenting with different ways of propagating, 
and trying to work with new species for 
propagation. 

Sarah’s role will be made easier by the extensive 
library of information built up over Jill Warneke’s 
the 22 years nursery management. Each plant is 
described and extensive propagation notes are 
testament to the expertise contained at the nursery. 

Sarah said she is looking forward to learning the 
variations, subtle treatments and techniques for 
the indigenous plants. She also indicated that the 
excellent systems and information on hand are a 
great community resource. 

 
Sarah Roberts with Greg Parry of the Swan Bay Environment 
Association, which employs Sarah as the Indigenous Plant 
Nursery Coordinator. 

When she is not at the local nursery, Sarah teaches 
a variety of subjects at the Gordon TAFE – plant 
identification, re-vegetation, seed collection, plant 
propagation and establishment, soils, pruning, 
OHS and machinery. These subjects form 
essential components of the Certificates and 
Diplomas in Horticulture, Conservation and Land 
Management. No doubt Sarah will bring her 
extensive knowledge to support the strength of the 
Indigenous Plant Nursery into the future. 

THANK YOU, GUY! 
Guy Werner recently stepped down as the nursery’s 
representative on the SBEA Committee. For six 
years Guy has been actively engaged in our projects 
and provided much technical advice, for which the 
committee is deeply grateful. 

GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE 
The Borough of Queenscliffe is continuing its 
support of the Gardens for Wildlife program with 
an $1800 grant from its Community 
Environmental Alliance grants program. The 
funds will be used to buy plants, train garden 
guides, contact residents and arrange garden visits. 
An additional $250 was granted to produce 
postcards targeting existing residents and 
landscapers working in ‘The Point’ to promote the 
Gardens for Wildlife program and our nursery. 



 
SBEA President, Roel Wasterval, presents Peter Dann 
with a bottle of wine in appreciation of his presentation 
at the AGM. Photo: Eva Mutton. 

RIDING ON A PENGUIN’S BACK 
50 years of research and conservation on 

Phillip Island 
Peter Dann, Research Director at Phillip Island 
Nature Parks (PINP), spoke at our recent AGM 
about his penguin research and the many 
improved conservation outcomes on the island. 

Although the Penguin Parade was built sometime 
in the late 1920s, it was not until 1968 that penguin 
research began on Phillip Island. Habitat loss, fox 
predation, pollution and fishing had taken their toll 
but penguin numbers are now recovering. In 1984 
there were 12,000 penguins but by 2018 the 
number had risen to 30,000, with 10% using the 
Penguin Parade. A major reason for the increase 
was the $25-million buyback of 180 properties on 
the Summerland Estate, initiated by former 
Victorian Premier Joan Kirner. 

Each year 700,000 people visit the Penguin Parade, 
including 200,000 Chinese tourists, generating 
$400 million for the Victorian economy. 

PINP have also eliminated foxes on Phillip Island, 
enabling the near extinct eastern barred bandicoot 
to be re-established and the populations of several 
species of wallabies to increase. 

RESPONSES TO WATER 
QUALITY REPORT ON ‘THE 

POINT’ 

In our last newsletter we reported that copies of 
the Marine Ecological Solutions analysis of water 
quality at ‘The Point’ canal estate had been sent to 
the developer (Moremac), local MPs, the City of 
Greater Geelong and the Department of 
Environment and Energy. 

The analysis was commissioned by SBEA due to 
our concern that the estate may increase nutrient 
concentrations in Lakers Cutting, potentially lead 
to algal blooms and de- oxygenation, and cause a 
loss of amenity to nearby residents. 

In the cover letter sent with the report, SBEA 
President, Roel Wasterval, noted that the 
development’s Water Quality Management Plan 
did not require the monitoring of Lakers Cutting. 
He recommended that the developers conduct such 
monitoring because the marginal cost to them 
would be negligible (~$2500/year undertaken 
every 5 years, i.e. $500/year). 

We have now received responses to our letters. 

The federal Department of the Environment and 
Energy ‘will review the Baseline nutrient 
concentration in Lakers Cutting, Swan Bay report 
and consider the recommendations in the report’. 

The City of Greater Geelong’s Team Leader 
Statutory Planning, Hugh Griffiths, said ‘I 
understand the angst in the community regarding 
this development but all approvals have been 
granted be it at federal, state or local level, and the 
development to date has been in accordance with 
those approvals’. 

Local MP for Bellarine, Lisa Neville, said that the 
‘water testing results and their availability and the 
process around it is the responsibility of the 
federal Government so I am unable to intervene’. 

‘The Point’ developer, Moremac Property Group, 
also responded and rejected the recommendation 
that they monitor Lakers Cutting: 

‘With respect to the MES report, the scope of 
nutrient data provided would not satisfy the State 



Environment Protection Policy (Waters) 
requirements for derivation of baseline water 
quality statistics. The data is however useful as a 
series of preliminary observations. 

‘There are multiple drains flowing into Lakers 
Cutting which may have an impact on its water 
quality management. It is not our role to manage 
and monitor the stormwater flows from these 
sources. We are concerned about the potential for 
detrimental impacts of flow from these multiple 
drains on the quality of water in Lakers Cutting as 
this will also impact the quality of water flowing 
into The Point. 

‘The Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) 
included significant measures that provide a robust 
basis for monitoring and management of water 
quality associated with the development of The 
Point, but we cannot take responsibility for other 
water flows into Lakers Cutting from Borough of 
Queenscliffe’s and private drains’. 

SBEA are disappointed with Moremac’s response 
as water quality changes in Lakers Cutting 
(whether due to Moremac or not) will impact their 
canal development as well as Lakers Cutting itself. 

BELLARINE CATCHMENT 
NETWORK 

Caring for our Bays conference 
Bellarine Catchment Network hosted a dynamic 
conference aimed at businesses, government, land 
managers, organisations and community groups 
from the Geelong and Bellarine region. The 
Caring for our Bays conference helped them to 
connect, network and work collaboratively to 
reduce growing impacts on the Bays. 

Craig Reucassel, from the ABC’s ground-breaking 
show ‘The War on Waste’ attended the conference 
as the keynote speaker and undertook a call to 
action activity on the Geelong waterfront, where 
delegates were asked to pledge one action they 
could take to reduce waste and litter: ‘It was great 
to have an audience so engaged and 
knowledgeable in all things waste’, he said. 

Craig was joined by many other prominent 
presenters including local groups and those 

working to reduce waste across Victoria and 
Australia. Geelong Councillor Sarah Mansfield, 
who is chair of the Environment and Sustainability 
portfolio, said that the key to waste management is 
to identify and tackle the source. I have been 
inspired by all the fabulous community members 
who put so much into caring for our amazing 
natural assets’. 

Caring for our Bays is an innovative program that 
works to lift the profile and appreciation of Port 
Phillip, Corio and Swan bays by raising awareness 
of litter and reducing waste through education, 
waste reduction initiatives, litter monitoring and 
community action. 

 
Angeline Poole (left) and Matt Crawley (right) with Craig 
Reucassel at the Caring for our Bays conference. Photo: 
Bellarine Catchment Network. 

 
Craig Reucassel asked conference delegates to pledge one 
action they could take to reduce waste. Photo: Bellarine 
Catchment Network. 



Planting ‘The Point’ 
The planting program at ‘The Point’ housing 
development is on schedule to meet targets. BCN 
has also been approached to revegetate a parcel of 
cleared land at Fellows Road. Another community 
planting day is set for the start of September, but 
with the date yet to be confirmed. 

Victrack Bellarine Rail Trail 
BCN has partnered with Corrections Victoria to 
have a Community Corrections Services team 
work on the rail trail one day per fortnight. 
Funding recently received will support the team’s 
work on rabbit control, weed removal and rubbish 
removal. On-ground works have been continuing, 
with the majority of weed control focussed on 
woody weeds. 

Cemetery planting and weeding 
On-ground works for Queenscliff Cemetery have 
continued with the two main objectives over the 
last year: removal of woody weeds, such as 
polygala and Italian buckthorn, and vegetation 
removal for the creation of paths. 

The paths have now been established and gravelled 
through some of the cemetery’s woodland, ably 
assisted by a community correction crew that has 
also helped with weed control. A community 
planting day is scheduled for 20 June. 

BELLARINE LANDCARE GROUP 
Removing rascally rabbits 

‘The rabbit makes the burrow, but the burrow 
makes the rabbit. Destroy the warren and you will 
ensure that rabbits can't breed and flourish!’ 

Forty-five people joined the Bellarine Landcare 
Group team at the Bellarine Secondary College 
and Bellarine Landcare Group Nursery in 
Drysdale on 18 May to hear about and see best-
practice rabbit control. 

Tim Bloomfield, veteran rabbit-control guru, 
shared his tried and true ‘recipe for success’ for 
controlling rabbits – knock-down baiting followed 
by warren destruction, rabbit-harbour removal and 
follow-up maintenance. 

 

 
Weeping grass (Microleana stipoides) lawn in Queenscliffe 
Cemetery (Indigenous grass). Photo: Bellarine Catchment Network. 

 
A few hundred indigenous grasses have been transplanted to a 
previously weed infested cleared section of the cemetery. Photo: 
Bellarine Catchment Network. 

 
Field day attendees watched demonstrations of warren ripping, 
fumigation and implosion, with a focus on work among trees. 
Photo: Bellarine Landcare Group. 



 
Pete Wright, from Allright Ag and Pest demonstrated ripping 
of warrens amongst trees using a 1.2 Excevator. Photo: 
Bellarine Landcare Group. 

‘In all my years of working on the Bellarine in the 
1970s and 80s, I’ve never seen rabbit numbers as 
high as they are now’, Tim said. An indicator of 
the work required and the level of cooperation 
between neighbours that are essential ingredients 
in the rabbit-control recipe. 

Pete Wright, from Allright Ag and Pest 
demonstrated the implosion method of warren 
destruction, along with warren excavation. The 
Bellarine Landcare Group rabbit team 
demonstrated fumigation. 

Rabbit fun facts: Two rabbits will breed up to 184 
in 18 months. Just 2 rabbits per hectare can 
prevent the regeneration of native plants. A small 
proportion of rabbits have the capacity to climb 
very high rabbit proof fences! 

Thanks to the City of Greater Geelong for their 
support of the field day. 

NURSERY PLANTS FOR SALE 
If you are after some new plants to pop in 
your garden, why not buy them from our 

nursery at 79 Nelson Road, Point Lonsdale 
for $2 each? The nursery is open during 

working bees every Wednesday from 9am-
12pm, and on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month from 10am-12pm. Enquiries to 
Sarah Roberts, Nursery Coordinator: 

0401 281 448. 

SWAN BAY ENVIRONMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

SBEA membership fell due at our 
Annual General Meeting in March 
2019. Members who have not yet 

renewed their membership should do so 
ASAP. For members who are currently 

not financial, there is a membership 
renewal form included with this 

newsletter. If you are in arrears, a 
reminder will also be sent out to you. 

 
 

Queenscliff Cemetery (Point Lonsdale) 
Community Environment Day 

Thursday 20 June 2019 
Queenscliff Cemetery, 189 Point Lonsdale Road, 

Point Lonsdale. 

Geelong Cemeteries Trust and Bellarine 
Catchment Network would like to invite local 

residents and community members to be part of 
the Queenscliff Cemetery Community 

Environment Day at the Queenscliff Cemetery on 
Thursday 20 June 2019. 

The day will include a guided flora and fauna walk 
of the Coastal Moonah Woodland at 10:00am, 

and the opportunity to plant indigenous plants at 
11:00am–12:30pm. 

There will also be a free BBQ 12:30pm–1:00pm, 
and a presentation on the Moonah Memorial 

Walk bush burial site 1:00pm–1:30pm. 

For any enquiries and to RSVP (by 17 June 2019), 
please contact the Geelong Cemeteries Trust on 

5249 3939 or info@gct.net.au 

Please wear appropriate footwear on the day. 
Sunscreen and insect repellent will be provided. 


